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Thursday February 21st, 2008

Event

The Eastern Iowa Chapter of the Society for Technical Communication (STC), the Cedar Rapids Section of the International Electric and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) and the Heartland Council of the International Council on Systems Engineering (INCOSE).  

The speakers are Mark Isham who is a professor of English at the University of Iowa and Scott Coffel who is the director of the Hanson Center for Technical Communication at the University of Iowa. The goal is to inform our audience about the history (in brief) of the Hanson Center and share experiences about writing for multiple audiences -- in particular, why broadening the scope of technical information neither means nor entails the "dumbing down" of documents.

Overview 

Engineers-in-training must learn to inform and persuade with the same commitment to excellence they devote to the acquisition of technical knowledge. With that need in mind, the University of Iowa’s College of Engineering opened its Center for Technical Communication (CTC) in the fall of 2001. In the fall of 2003, CTC received a major gift from Tom and Nancy Hanson; to honor their generosity and commitment to the College, CTC has been renamed the Hanson Center for Technical Communication.
Mission 
The mission of CTC is a logical outgrowth of the following statements, which were crafted to help clarify our obligations to the College and its students: 

· Train undergraduates to express their expertise across a range of goal-oriented communications. 

· Promote writing as an essential component of an engineering education.

· Create a favorable environment for engineering students to hone their writing skills via one-on-one and team tutorial sessions.

· Work closely with faculty to deliver sustained communication practice. 

· Provide guidelines for writing-intensive assignments.

· Standardize criteria for evaluating student writing across the engineering curriculum. 

Price Breakdown: 

· No charge for the presentation only.
With Meals:
· IEEE / STC members and guests: $15.00
· INCOSE members: Free
· Students: $10

· Non-members: $19.00.  
Metro Grill Buffet, 2745 Blairs Ferry Rd NE in Cedar Rapids Feb. 21 at 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM

The evening will begin with coffee/cocktails/conversation at 5:30 p.m., with dinner at 6 p.m. and a program at 7 p.m.
