
 
SAWE Hampton Roads Dinner Meeting 

February 28, 2006  

 
     

LOCATION:  Topeka’s Steakhouse ‘N Saloon,  
                      55 Town Center Way, Hampton, VA 
                      (Phone number: 757-896-9696) 
  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
5:00 – 6:00        Arrival and Social 
6:00 – 7:00        Dinner 
7:00 – 7:15        Break and some chapter 
                          business 
7:15 – 8:00        Presentation 

Naval Architect, Bill Fox, a SAWE Fellow and Member of the Hampton Roads Chapter, recently retired 
from JJMA after approximately 27 years (with that firm).  Previously in his 40-year career, he worked for 
NNS, Esso (Exxon) International in New York, Italy, and Spain; and for the Stanwick Corporation in 
Iran.  His varied career has touched on almost every aspect of ship design and construction, but his 
primary focus has been on naval architecture, weights, and stability.  He is currently consulting at 
NGNN Department E42 on the CVN 21 project.  Bill earned a BS degree in Mechanical Engineering 
(Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering Option) from VPI in1965 and a MUS (Master of Urban 
Studies) degree from ODU in 1979. 
  
When Hurricane Isabel passed through eastern Virginia in September 2003, a large storm surge hit the 
James River, causing widespread destruction of homes, boats, and structures.  Among the victims was 
Bill Fox’s 27-foot wooden boat, Mary Louise that had been in his family since 1965.  Greatly saddened 
by this loss, he looked around for a replacement and found one in his marina at Kingsmill, near 
Williamsburg.  This boat, named EC, was a 28-foot Cape Dory Flybridge Cruiser that suffered heavy 



damage and sank with only the flybridge remaining above water.  With the help and advice of his 
friends, Bill recovered and re-engined this boat after it had been submerged for 10 days.  This boat, 
renamed Old Blue in honor of his family’s old boat, was refloated in September 2004 and returned to 
Kingsmill Marina on July 4, 2005.  Bill’s illustrated presentation will tell a tale of loss, recovery, and 
restoration; highlighting the many challenges encountered in this ongoing project. 
  
Don’t delay - make your reservations now by calling or email Bill Boze at: 
(W) 757-688-9884 or 
(W) 757-688-1568 (Rae Balson, Bill Boze’s secretary) 
  
Email: W.Boze@ngc.com 
(A head count will have to be given to Topeka’s on February 24, 2006.) 
   
Directions from NG Newport News: 
1.       NORTHEAST on 41st Street towards US 60 E / Huntington Avenue. 
2.       Turn RIGHT onto US-60 E / Huntington Avenue 
3.       Merge onto I-664 N / Hampton Roads Belt via the Ramp on the LEFT toward HAMPTON 
4.       Merge onto I-64 W via EXIT 1A on the LEFT toward Williamsburg / Richmond 
5.       Take the Hampton Roads Center Parkway WEST exit – Exit 261A 
6.       Merge onto Hampton Roads Center Pkwy 
7.       Turn slight right onto VA-600 N / Big Bethel Road 
8.       Turn Right onto Towne Center Way 
9.       End at Topeka’s Steakhouse ‘N Saloon 

 
Directions from Williamsburg: 
1.       Take I-64 E toward Newport News/Norfolk 
2.       Take the Hampton Roads Center Pkwy WEST Exit 261 A 
3.       Merge onto Hampton Roads Center Pkwy 
4.       Turn slight right onto VA-600 N / Big Bethel Rd. 
5.       Turn Right onto Towne Center Way 
6.       End at Topeka’s Steakhouse ‘N Saloon 

 
 


