San Diego Host Chapter’s List of Secret Tips, and
Places Where the Locals Hang Out
1. The San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park
Known as one of the finest zoos in the world, the San Diego Zoo is located near downtown in Balboa Park.  The Wild Animal Park is located about 35 miles north of the zoo, and allows unique viewing opportunities of animals roaming freely.
www.sandiegozoo.org
2. SeaWorld

SeaWorld has long been one of the most popular tourist destinations in San Diego.  Located just a few miles from downtown, it offers a truly unique experience to see various sea life up close and personal.  
Tip:  You will want to arrive early, and allow yourself plenty of time to enjoy the recently expanded park.
www.seaworld.com
3. Balboa Park

Balboa Park is one of the finest downtown parks of any large city.  In one location there are several “must see” destinations such as the Aerospace Museum, the Ruben H. Fleet Science Museum, and the calming Japanese Garden with Tea House and Exhibit House.
Tip:  On each Tuesday, some of the museums are free.  There is also a ticket that allows you to enter multiple attractions at reduced fees.  There is a trolley, and also an audio walking tour.
www.balboapark.org | www.niwa.org | www.aerospacemuseum.org | www.rhfleet.org
4. The USS Midway:  San Diego Aircraft Carrier Museum

Just one year after its opening in 2004, the Midway has become the most visited naval ship museum in the world.  This is the only super carrier open to visitors, and it offers a display of 21 aircraft, over 40 exhibits and displays, and interactive story-telling docents.  The ship is docked at downtown with magnificent views of the San Diego skyline and bay.
Tip:  Arrive early to avoid crowds, then start at the flight deck and work your way down.  If you are short of time, approach one of the red-capped safety team members and ask for the “Free Bay Access”.  You will be taken to the flight deck and allowed to relax and enjoy the view…….free of charge!
www.midway.org
5. The Maritime Museum

Located downtown at the Embarcadero, the Maritime Museum offers an eclectic mix of ships serving as museums:  The Star of India sailing ship, the Berkley steam ferry, the tall sailing ships HMS Surprise and the California. Then there is the Soviet Foxtrot class submarine open for tours to those who have no fear of small spaces.  The tall ships are not only museum pieces, but also take visitors out for sailing on the bay.  Don’t miss this unique opportunity.
Tip:  Don’t be surprised when the tall ships engage in mock battles with blood-thirsty pirates on the bay.  Button-hole one of the docents or guides, and then listen to the many sea stories.
www.sdmaritime.com
6. Harbor Cruises, Whale Watching, Deep Sea Fishing

San Diego is the gateway to the largest body of water on Earth, the Pacific Ocean.  Visitors can enjoy everything from calm dinner cruises with live music at sunset on the bay, to adventurous deep sea fishing expeditions.  Diving and whale watching (in season) are also popular.  All of these depart from the downtown Embarcadero, or from nearby marinas.
Tip:  You haven’t seen San Diego until you have experienced a guided tour from the bay.  There are also amphibious tours.

www.sdhe.com | www.hornblower.com | www.sandiego-sportfishing.com | www.allaboutsandiego.com | www.sealtours.com
7. The Gaslamp Quarter
The historic downtown center known as the “Gas Lamp”, and has been renovated into a clean, safe, and vibrant urban experience.  People live, work, shop, eat, and play there.  On any given night, there is live music to be enjoyed.  The newly opened House of Blues offers top-notch musical entertainers.
Tip:  Don’t sit down at the first restaurant you see.  Walk the Gas Lamp and see all that it has to offer before you decide.  Things don’t start jumping until after 9:00 PM, then reach a peak after midnight.  Don’t miss Croce’s, still run by the late singer-songwriter’s widow, and check out the Irish pubs.  For something special stop in to Café Sevilla for authentic Spanish atmosphere and food.
www.gaslamp.org | www.croces.com | www.hob.com | www.cafesevilla.com
8. Point Loma

A few miles from downtown is the peninsula protecting San Diego bay, called Point Loma.  High up on a hilltop ridge, there is the Fort Rosecrans military museum and cemetery, as well as the Cabrillo Monument.  From there one has a view of San Diego and the bay, as well as the open ocean.  Visit the historic lighthouse, and the displays of historical artifacts in the museum, and hike around the grounds.  Down on the Pacific Ocean side there are marvelous times pools for exploration whenever there is an especially low tide.

Tip:  Be sure to select a day with clear weather, then you will be able to enjoy amazing views.  On the way, stop at the famous Point Loma Seafood for a snack, enjoying the direct fishing-boat-to-restaurant connection that one seldom sees nowadays.  

www.nps.gov | http://www.plsf.com
9. Julian

Founded after the Civil War by confederate soldiers seeking their fortune, this well preserved old west mining town offers ample charm and adventure.  Located in the a natural setting in the mountains just over an hour away from downtown San Diego, Julian offers an enjoyable outing.  While you are there, stop by and visit the California Wolf Center, dedicated to preserving these noble animals and increasing public awareness of their role in nature.
Tip:  Julian offers unique shopping opportunities, as well as interesting dinning establishments.  Be sure to try the famous Julian apple pies.

www.julianca.com | http://www.californiawolfcenter.org/
10. San Diego Wineries

In recent years San Diego has gained a well-earned reputation as a source of superb wines.  Surprised?  Visit the wineries in the area, partake in tasting, and judge for yourself.  Check the web sites calendar for special events occurring during your visit to San Diego.
www.sandiegowineries.org
11. Torrey Pines, La Jolla, and Pacific Beach

Just a few miles north of downtown San Diego is a string of beach towns, each offering its own unique and interesting sights.  Just north of Mission Bay is Pacific Beach, a great place to stroll along the beach and explore interesting shops, bars, and restaurants.  Don’t miss the historic wood roller coaster.  Going further north, you find La Jolla (the jewel in Spanish), where some of the finest shops and restaurants can be found.  Stroll along the sea shore and see the seal rocks with live seals all year around, the cove, and the caves.  The Scripps Aquarium is a fun and educational destination.  Finally, stop in at Torrey Pines State Park for a quiet stroll through natural settings with breath-taking views of the Pacific Ocean.
Tip:  Be sure to check out the La Jolla cove, where the best snorkeling and kayaking can be found.  Since it is a marine preserve, you will find yourself swimming with colorful fish and the seals.  In La Jolla stop by seal rock and the Childrens’ Pool where you can watch the seals frolic from a safe, but relatively close, vantage point.  Also check out La Jolla’s Windansea Park, where you will find shore breaks that will challenge even experienced surfers.  Fun to watch and great sunsets!

www.torreypine.org/ | www.parks.ca.gov | www.lajollabythesea.com | www.pacificbeach.org | www.sio.ucsd.edu
12. Hot Air Balloon, Biplane, and War Bird Rides
Hot air balloon rides have become a traditional pastime north of San Diego, mostly near the beach communities.  In good weather, the sunset skies are filled with these quiet and majestic balloons.  More recently, open-cockpit biplane rides and mock combat in World War II war birds have filled the skies.  You haven’t really flown until you have flown one of these.  Go up with an experienced pilot, and then no pilot’s license is necessary.
Tip:  You will want to pick good weather for this, which is usually not difficult in July and August in San Diego.

www.barnstorming.com | www.californiadreamin.com | www.affiliate.viator.com | www.hotairflyer.com
13. Borrego Springs, Palm Canyon, and the Salton Sea 
(228 feet below sea level)
If you like it hot, San Diego’s own backyard desert is just over an hour away.  On a good July day you may be able to experience 125 degrees, but bring plenty of water!  Yeah, but it is a dry heat.  The Anza-Borrego State Park has interesting exhibits of desert plant and animal life, and the park offers many hiking and camping possibilities.  Nearby is the Salton Sea, California’s largest lake and located some 228 feet below sea level.
Tip:  Take the Palm Canyon hike, but be warned, it is a rugged adventure.  Start early, and get back before mid-afternoon.

www.anzaborrego.statepark.org | www.desertusa.com
14. Presidio Park, Junipero Serra Museum, and Old Town

Just off the 8 freeway, near the 5 freeway interchange, Presidio Park offers a scenic and serene setting for a relaxing visit.  To learn more about the history of San Diego, stop into the Father Junipero Serra Museum, located within the park.  Adjacent to Presidio Park is the San Diego Old Town, which is not only the place where the first town of San Diego was founded, but is also known as the birthplace of California.
Tip:  There is plenty of free parking at the train/trolley station.  Stroll through Old Town and visit the shops and museums.  Stop into the Whaley House, where you are sure to see a ghost or two.  Check out the Mexican restaurants in Old Town; this is authentic as it gets in San Diego.
www.sandiego.gov | www.oldtownsandiego.org
15. Japanese Garden at Karl Strauss Brewing Company 
in Sorrento Valley

Looking for some of the best beer in San Diego and want to stroll through a beautiful and serene Japanese garden?  Located just east of the 805 freeway off of Mira Mesa Blvd., this Karl Strauss restaurant has taken over a former Japanese restaurant located in a wonderful Japanese garden with koi pond.  This is one of the best-kept secrets in San Diego!

Tip:  The restaurant is closed on Saturdays for weddings and private parties, but you can still stroll through the garden for free.  They have a killer brunch on Sundays, but you must make reservations well in advance.  Try for a table on the deck overlooking the koi pond.
www.karlstrauss.com
